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Abstract:As an African American writer, Toni Morrison is good at portraying diversified characters in her books to show the real life
of black people and their cultural identities. Morrison regards The Bluest Eye as a broken mirror in which black people's true life
is presented.
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The Bluest Eye contains many characteristics that define it as
Toni Morrison’s representative work and a classical novel in
African-American Literature in the twentieth century. Many ad⁃
vanced writing techniques are made full use of. The point of view of
the novel switches between the perspective of Claudia MacTeer,
the daughter of Pecola's foster parents, and a third-person narrator
with inset narratives in the first person. This helps readers think
more independently to dig deeper in its themes. Symbolization of
the blue eye effectively expresses Morrison’s critique of white ver⁃
sus black beauty standards. What’s more, readers can take some
overtones through the use of irony by Toni Morrison. The family
name of Breedlove is a gentle coincidence with its lexical intention
to breed love. In fact, the Breedlove family is not the one to breed,
but to strife.
Actually the shining of The Bluest Eye lies not only in its writ⁃
ing techniques, but also in what Toni Morrison has seen through
the bluest eyes and what she has described to the readers. In one
interview, Morrison talks about the content in The Bluest Eye:
“This novel is like a broken mirror, in which you can see black peo⁃
ple’s true life”(Morrison 2008).“Toni Morrison does not write a
story really, but a series of painfully accurate impressions”(Stag⁃
gers 1989).The Bluest Eye should be considered as the embodiment
of black people’s true life.
On one hand, Toni Morrison has an insight into black peo⁃
ple’s life and depicts a somber picture of their living conditions.
Black people are squeezed by huge“mountains”of contempt. Both
white people and others“of color” show great discrimination
against black people. Many details in the book reveal this. When
Pecola goes to Mr. Yacobowski’s grocery store, a white immi⁃
grant’s store, to buy Mary Janes, she feels“the inexplicable shame
ebb”(27) with thoughts falling back to“Mr. Yacobowski's eyes
and his phlegmy voice”(27). Toni Morrison reveals the conflict be⁃
tween black people and those of“lighter color”through developing
the character, Maureen Peal. Maureen is an African-American girl
with a little bit white blood who considers herself and other people
"of color" to be above black people. Although Frieda and Claudia
mock Maureen, calling her "Meringue Pie", most of the others are
kind to her:“When teachers called on her, they smiled encourag⁃
ingly. Black boys didn't trip her in the halls; white boys didn't
stone her, white girls didn't suck their teeth when she was assigned
to be their work partners; black girls stepped aside when she want⁃
ed to use the sink in the girls' toilet, and their eyes genuflected un⁃
der sliding lids”(33). Such hard life doesn't unify those black peo⁃
ple, instead, they don't care about each other. Some of them are ex⁃
cluded by other black people. For example, Pecola is always being
laughed at by little black boys. Marie and China are always being
looked down upon by their neighbors.
On the other hand, Toni Morrison shows us black people’s dif⁃
ferent reactions to these huge“mountains”by developing charac⁃
ters such as Pecola, Cholly and Geraldine. Pecola represents those
who are always under the rosy illusions and are finally hurt by reali⁃
ty. Pecola fervently wishes for beautiful blue eyes, which she
equates with“whiteness”and beauty. Actually because of her dark
skin color and harsh characteristics, Pecola is constantly called
“ugly”. And when she gets closer and closer to the blue eye, she is
cheated by Soaphead Church who makes Pecola“kill”the dog and
develop an inferiority complex. Cholly represents those who remove
their own suffering to people around. Cholly has a miserable boy⁃
hood. He has no shelter of a family. He says ultimate good-bye to
his beloved aunt at a very early age. He is laughed at by two white
men when having first sex with his black lover. With desperation
for life, Cholly expresses his“love”in an extremely cruel way. He
gets addicted to drinking. He rapes his daughter. He burns his
house and makes his daughter homeless. The world kisses Cholly
with its pain, and Cholly returns with his cruelty rather than songs.
Geraldine exemplifies those black people from upper class who ex⁃
aggerate the fact that they are above traditional black stereotypes
and more“civilized”than other black families, living a life of white
people’s style.
Actually in the middle twentieth century, African-American
writers published a lot of fiction about black people. Most of them
published powerful, aggressive, revolutionary genres (Morrison
2008) with characters bravely fighting against inequality. They had
positive racially uplifting rhetoric with them that were stimulating.
Toni Morrison, by contrast, successfully figured out something that
other black authors had skipped over. In The Bluest Eye, besides
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more concentration on black people’s inter-relationship. Instead
of only showing the readers how black people protest against rac⁃
ism, she focuses more on different reactions of black people from
different social classes. She pays more attention to what internal⁃
ized racism can do to the most vulnerable member of American so⁃
ciety. What’s more,Toni Morrison tries to explore the reason why
black people still live such a miserable life after some fights and
victories. Toni Morrison explains these reasons by talking about
black people’s standard of beauty under the cultural hegemony of
white people:“whiteness”is regarded as beauty. Implicit messages
that whiteness is superior have penetrated into many aspects, in⁃
cluding the white baby doll given to Claudia, the idealization of
Shirley Temple, the consensus that light-skinned Maureen is cuter
than the other black girls, the idealization of white beauty in the
movies, and Pauline Breedlove’s preference for the little white girl
she works for over her daughter. Such internalized white beauty
standard deforms the lives of many black people. Through this stan⁃
dard, Toni Morrison points out the loss of cultural identity of black
people and the white cultural colonization and slavery, which multi⁃
ply lead black people to a hard or even harder life even in spite of
the fact that“racial segregation”in America is decaying.
All in all, The Bluest Eye covers many aspects of a master⁃
piece. More importantly, as an African-American writer, Toni Mor⁃
rison stimulates people to think over racism from a totally new per⁃
spective. What’s more, she figures out black people’s dislocation
in their culture and identity, which is neglected by many African-
American writers. Toni Morrison leads the African-American Liter⁃
ature to the third height. Through the bluest eyes we can see a
world where the enslavement of African Americans has never
stopped—black people are being enslaved by themselves with the
loss of cultural identity and the conflict between themselves.
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